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  COMMANDER'S CORNER
Greetings Biggest and the Best Family, 

Although our mission load has slowed down, we continue to support missions around the United States.  

     Third Platoon just returned from Beaumont, Texas, supporting the 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault) and several Platoons are preparing to go to the field.  

     551st TC is doing great things and making a good name for the unit and the Army.  Thank you to all the families who offer support to their family members on a daily, weekly and monthly basis.  The fine soldiers of 551st could not do what they do without the backing of their spouses, friends and family.

     We want the Family Readiness Group (FRG) to continue to grow and assist soldiers and families in becoming self-reliant.  We need volunteers to support the group and take on various projects.

     When we deploy, unforeseen events may occur.  To help your next of kin or spouse with these issues, the FRG has been established.  The FRG is a resource to assist family members to gather Army, Fort Eustis and Company information more efficiently and effectively.  We can help you to find out answers and then it is up to you what you do with the information.  Here in the 551st, we strive for excellence in Family Readiness.  The 551st FRG has two Liaisons and many Volunteers.  Some of the things we can do for you to ensure you and your family (yes, single soldiers have families too and someday may be married) to be ‘ready’ are to:

· welcome service and family members into the unit

· develop and provide copies of the telephone trees to all FRG members

· assist family members in understanding the 1098th’s mission

· provide social and emotional support during deployments and while solders are at school and  on temporary duty at other locations

· sponsor deployment and reunion briefings 

· organize meetings and invite subject matter experts from the community to answer questions about available services 

· provide information and refer families to appropriate agencies

     The FRG is what you make of it, if you have ideas tell us so we (us and you) can make the ideas become reality.  The FRG can not exist without participation and volunteers.  We look forward to your participation and attendance at meetings, social functions and in welcoming new members to our group.  

     If you have any questions, comments or concerns in relation to the FRG,  please feel free to contact me at 878-3591 or the Commander at 878-3137. 




SCOTT R. BAKER



CPT, TC




Commanding

551st EVENTS, MEETINGS & HOLIDAYS

12-16 Aug 02, Platoon FTXs for 2nd and 4th Platoons

19 Aug 02, NBC Rodeo

26 Aug 02, 551st FRG Meeting, 1800, 7th GRP Conf Rm

30 Aug 02, Labor Day Training Holiday

2 Sep 02, Labor Day

11 Oct 02, Columbus Day Training Holiday

14 Oct 02, Columbus Day

25 Oct 02, 551st Children's Halloween Party, 1800-2100, Bldg 699

8 Nov 02, Veteran's Day Training Holiday

11 Nov 02, Veteran's Day 

22 Nov 02, 551st Thanksgiving Dinner, 1730, Outdoor Recreation, Kells Drive, Bldg 828

28 Nov 02, Thanksgiving Day

29 Nov 02, Thanksgiving Day Training Holiday

19 Dec 02, 551st Christmas Party

25 Dec 02, Christmas Day

UPCOMING RED CROSS CLASSES

10 Aug & 14 Sep Red Cross First Aid Class, 0830-1230, location is Red Cross bldg 922, FMI call 878-3339.
YOUTH CENTER

Youth Center Cooking Club, every Monday from 1830-1930, learn the importance of maintaining a proper diet, open to youths aged 11-18, 878-4448.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Hospital Shuttle for Langley/Portsmouth departs at 0730hrs and 1230hrs.  Service and family members are welcome to use the shuttle.  Sign up in the PAD Waiting Room, just inside the main door where the columns are.  For more info, call 314-7866.

If you would like to be a Family Readiness Volunteer, you are more than welcome to attend any of the following classes, POC is Anastasia Kakel, 878-5377 or kakela@eustis.army.mil
21 Aug 02, 18 Sep 02, Mandatory Post Newcomer's Brief, Fort Eustis Information Brief (0900-1045), Info Fair (1045-1130), Tour of Fort Eustis (and the hospital),  Langley and Fort Monroe (1200-1530).  Fort Eustis Club, family members are encouraged to participate! FMI call Ms. Cooper, 878-3638.  Child care is available if you call two weeks in advance of the Brief or you may bring your children if they are not registered with Child Development Services!

12 Aug 02, Reservoir Middle School Orientation, location is the school, 1900-2100.

13 Aug 02, Family Readiness Training, 0900-1200, 7th GRP Conf Rm, POC is Anastasia Kakel, 878-5377

13 Aug 02, Domestic Violence Prevention Training, 1800-1900, ACS Bldg 601, call Mr. Markun to reserve your seat, 878-3638.  A minimum number of participants must be present for the class to go.

17 Aug 02, The Norfolk Zoo will have a Military Appreciation Day, FREE admission.  FREE concert starts at 5pm, Ruby Horse sponsored by the USO and the Point Radio Station.
29 Aug 02, Lee Hall and Greenwood Elementary School Orientations, locations are the schools, 1600-1900.  Every elementary school on the peninsula is having their orientation on the same day at the same time.)

4 Sep 02, GRP Family Readiness Meeting, 1300, 7th GRP Conference Room, POC is Anastasia Kakel, 878-5377.

10 Sep 02, Sponsorship Training, 0900-1100, 7th GRP Conf Rm, POC is Anastasia Kakel, 878-5377.

10 Sep 02, Family Care Plan Training, 1000-1130, 7th GRP Conf Rm, POC is Anastasia Kakel, 878-5377.

19 Sep 02, 5th Annual Joint Services Military Fatherhood Conference will be held Thursday, 19 September 2002, Langley Air Force Base Officers Club. This day-long conference offers dads an opportunity to focus on one of life's most importance missions--fatherhood. Ask any dad who has attended in the past-it will be worth your time! For more information: 757-878-0901 or schultea@eustis.army.mil

Army Family Team Building Training provides training to service and family members who would like to learn more about the Army, leadership and themselves.  Learn life-long skills, call for more information 878-0912 

*Promotion Points for the Certificates of Achievement are given when a service member completes a whole AFTB Level, either 1, 2 or 3.

12, 13 and 15 Aug 02, Army Family Team Building Level 2, Mangement Skills - Personal 2, (three night seminar), 1830-2130, POC is Cindi Clark, 878-0912.

13 Aug 02, AFTB Council meeting, 1300, AFTB Classroom, Bldg 601, POC is Cindi Clark, 878-0912.
16, 17 and 18 Sep 02, Army Family Team Building Level 3, Leadership Skills (Professional III)- Professional 3,  (three morning seminar), 0830-1300, POC is Cindi Clark, 878-0912.  You do not have to attended AFTB Level one and two to attend this Level 3 training.  Soldiers who complete Level 3 (Personal and Professional) will receive a certificate of achievement worth 5 promotion points.
3 Oct 02, Army Family Team Building Level 1, Complete Level I,  0830-1700, includes a 3 ring binder and "bag full of goodies" with a working lunch paid for by AFTB, call 878-0912 for more information.

28 and 29 Oct 02, Army Family Team Building Level 2, Professional Management II-(two night seminar), 1800-2100, call 878-0912 for more information.

18, 19, and 21 Nov 02, Army Family Team Building Level 2, Personal Management II-(three evening seminar), 1800-2100, call 878-0912 for more information.

9, 10 and 11 Dec 02, Army Family Team Building Level 2, Leadership II- (three evening seminar), 1800-2100, call 878-0912 for more information. This will complete all of Army Family Team Building Level 2 for those that may have started in October. 
3.  4, 5 Nov 02, Forts Eustis/Story Army Family Action Plan Symposium, training will be conducted on the 4th for facilitators, recorders and transcribers and the Symposium on the 5th, 0830-1700.
SUPPORT GROUPS

9 Sep and 7 Oct 02, Waiting Spouse Meeting, 6:30pm at the USO, Bldg 671, Lee Blvd, POC is Regina Nelson, 878-0912 or Anastasia Kakel, 878-5377.  If your spouse is deployed, on a short tour or at school you are welcome to attend and meet other spouses who are going through the same experience.
FORT EUSTIS EVENTS of FRG INTEREST

Sunday is Family Day at the Fort Eustis Bowling Center, kids under 12 bowl FREE with each adult game purchased from 2-9pm.  There is also a Family Fun Package available at 5pm or 7pm, which includes 2 hours of bowling with shoe rental for up to 5 people and your choice of three of the following: 4 chicken wings, cheeseburger with fries, hot dog with fries, or chili and cheese nachos and a pitcher if your favorite soda, all for only $20.00.  FMI call 878-5482.

Consignment Shop is open for the evening on the first and third Monday of every month from 1700-2000 for sales and 1700-1930 for consignments.  Daytime hours are Tuesday and Wednesday 0930-1330 for sales and 0930-1300 for consignments, call 887-0190 for more info.

CONGRATULATIONS to everyone who celebrated a birth, a graduation, a promotion or a marriage.

SYMPATHY to any soldiers and family members who have experience a loss in their family or circle of friends.

FAREWELL to all the outgoing service and family members leaving 551st, good luck to you in your new endeavors.

WELCOME to all the new arrivals the Biggest and the Best Family we look forward to working with you and sharing positive experiences.

RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES

Here at Last: Military American Dart League

Attention Fort Eustis Darters Fort Eustis Dart League now forming! Three -person teams (minimum), Open to all Active Duty, Retired, Spouses and Government Employees, Games: Cricket, Double & 501 Singles for a Six-Week Session

 Introduction Meeting Scheduled April 4, 2002 at 1800

 For Membership & Team Registration Forms Call 878-5700, ask For Lynette  Find out more about the American Dart League www.adadarters.com
Newport New Park All programs are free and open to the public.  For more information call 886-7912.

August 02

2 snakes alive 8pm

9 busy beavers 8pm

10, 17, 24, 31 hayrides 7 and 8pm

11 beach fun (king lincoln park) 3pm

12, 13 tree detectives 9am

16 summer sky safari 830pm

18 birdwalk 7am

19, 20 habitats and homes 9am

21 archery safety 7pm

23 twilight trek 8pm

30 canoe hike 730pm

These programs are designed to help children and parents alike become more aware of their environment and the duties of park rangers.  These programs are important for the conservation and rehabilitation of animals.

USEFUL Information:

Red Cross Services:

Emergency Messages  1-877-272-7337

Birth, Illness and Death Notice

Contact Home

Health and Welfare

Soldiers and family members should contact the Red Cross closest to them to send a message.

Soldier's name, rank, ssn, unit and location will be needed.

Emergency Money Transmittal

In an emergency money (check or cash) can be brought to a local Red Cross which will contact the Red Cross closest to the person needing the emergency money, money will be given to person in need by the Red Cross office.

Health and Safety Training

CPR, Healthy Pregnancy Healthy Baby, Babysitter class (instructor needed)

Dental Assistant Program POC is Mary Plumber at the Dental Clinic, 878-3434.

IG’s Office.  Mr. Ward discussed that the IG’s office is to assist soldiers and family members in finding out the facts of issues which they may be having in conjunction with the military.  Mr. Ward stated that the IG collects the facts of issues from all parties concerned and references the Army Regulations, the outcome is not always what the soldier or family member wanted to hear, but it is the truth.  Anyone can call the IG’s office.  Civilians, contractors, parents, soldiers and family members.

Mr. Ward and the IG staff is available in bldg 2783 on Madison Ave or at 878-4844/5702.

CYS School Liaison Officer, 878-3794, located in Bldg 925.  Mr. Martin works with the 6 school divisions located around Fort Eustis where the children of family members attend.  He provides information to parents about the schools and provides information from the parents to the school and Eustis Command.  Safety, bus stops, force protection and how to work with military children are some of the topics he works with.  If you are looking for information he can provide it or refer you to someone who can assist you.

     One point he brought up that he would like parents to know is that it is Virginia Law that children can only be registered for school by their natural parent or their legal guardian.  

FRG needs  the following positions to be filled:

· FRG secretary 

· Volunteer coordinator 

· Fund-raiser coordinator to work with FRG leader

· Welcome coordinator to help welcome newly arriving soldiers and their families.

IMPORTANT NUMBERS

Mrs. Russell, 

SPC Dunham, 878-3137

SGT Green, 878-3137

Battalion Staff Duty After Hours 878-2404

Chaplain Johnson, 878-6812 or 878-5050

Anastasia Kakel (GRP Family Readiness Coor) 878-5377

If there is any information you need please contact either person. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

COMMANDER, 551st TRANS COMPANY

BLDG 818, MONROE AVE

FORT EUSTIS, VA 23604+9990
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