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MEDIA ALERT: For immediate release


Fort Eustis Soldier falls overboard during training 
FORT EUSTIS, VA. —  A Fort Eustis Soldier fell overboard off an Army Large Tug, 800 Series, Sunday during training about 15 miles off Drum Inlet, N.C., south of Ocracoke Inlet. 


Spc. Samuel Valdez, a 22-year-old watercraft operator of the 73rd Transportation Company, 10th Transportation Battalion, 7th Sustainment Brigade, 10th Mountain Division, was undergoing a licensure training period on the Army vessel Major General Winfield Scott when he fell overboard.  

The vessel, crewed by 24 Soldiers, was on its way to Charleston, S.C., to participate in piracy training with the U.S. Navy Bataan Expeditionary Group. 


The Soldier was reported missing around 11:20 a.m. Sunday after last being seen on the bridge of the vessel. When an immediate search of the vessel provided no results, Valdez was declared man overboard. A search was then immediately initiated, calling on Coast Guard watchstanders at Sector North Carolina for assistance. 

After conducting a search through all of Sunday and into Monday afternoon, the Coast Guard suspended the 40-hour search for Valdez. The Major General Winfield Scott returned to Fort Eustis early this morning. The Soldier’s status remains “Duty Status Whereabouts Unknown.” 


A complete and thorough investigation is underway to determine how Valdez fell overboard. Until the investigation is complete, the Soldier or remains are found, or 10 days elapses, Valdez will remain in his current status.  
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