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MEDIA ALERT

TRANSPORTATION CONFERENCE AT FORT EUSTIS WILL BE FINALE FOR THIS LOCATION

FORT EUSTIS, Va. — The final U.S. Army Transportation Conference to be held at Fort Eustis next week will be weighted with character and history.

The Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) act has ordered the U.S. Army Transportation School to move to Fort Lee, just outside of Petersburg, Va. The relocation is already underway, and is expected to be essentially completed in October.

Some assets of the school will remain here, however, including the Maritime Department and Port, the Railroad Department, and the Transportation Museum.

The BRAC move of the Transportation School means it is unlikely the annual Transportation Conference will again take place at Fort Eustis.

The conference has traditionally been a venue to identify and honor active and retired Army personnel who have made significant contributions to past or present transportation missions. However, this year’s conference will also be unique, as it will additionally recognize two important U.S. Army units from World War II, the 727th Railway Operating Battalion (ROB), and the Small Ships Section.

 
The 727th ROB operated over 2,400 miles of railroad lines in Algeria, Tunisia, Sicily, Italy, France and Germany during World War II. It was the first railway operating battalion to be deployed during World War II. The unit’s accomplishments were honored by General George Patton and the Seventh Army in a September 1943 ceremony.

The Small Ships Section was improvised from a mixture of sail and power vessels and made its home port at Milne Bay, in New Guinea. The unit’s mission was to supply American and Australian troops who were battling the Japanese Army for control of New Guinea, and to protect the northern coast of Australia. 

Surviving members of the 727th Railway Operating Bn. and the Small Ships Section are scheduled to attend the Transportation Conference, and they have agreed to be interviewed by news media representatives on July 9.

One-page histories and a selection of photos from both units will be emailed from this office upon request. We also have photos and biographies of individual Transportation Hall of Fame inductees, and these can also be emailed upon request.

-MORE-

The Transportation Conference at Fort Eustis is July 8-10, but July 9 and 10 will provide the best news media access opportunities.

July 9 has two major opportunities for news gathering; the 8:30 am Warrior Recognition Ceremony; and the 11:30 am Hall of Fame Luncheon and Induction Ceremony. 

The July 9, 8:30 am, Warrior Recognition Ceremony will be at Seay Plaza on Fort Eustis, between the main entrance gate and the traffic circle. This is an outside ceremony with color guard, marching Soldiers, and a U.S. Army band, and should be the more visually interesting of the two July 9 events. This ceremony will honor six U.S. Army Transporters who have fallen in the line of duty during the past year. Also, outgoing and incoming Regimental Sergeants Major and Civilians of the Year will be recognized. The ceremony will induct the Regimental Officer, Warrant Officer, NCO and Civilian of the Year. The Transportation Regiment Colors will be ceremonially cased, because of the relocation of the Regiment from Fort Eustis to Fort Lee. The ceremony will move to the nearby Wylie Theater in Building 705, if there is rain.

The July 9 Hall of Fame Luncheon and Induction Ceremony will be at 11:30 am in the Fort Eustis Club, and although not as visually active as the earlier Warrior Recognition Ceremony, this event will offer significant historical content for news gathering. This event is where the 727th Railroad Operating Bn. and the Small Ships Section of New Guinea will be honored. In addition the ceremony will honor the careers of four surviving and two deceased US Army Transporters. Their photos and biographies will be emailed by this office upon request. Interview opportunities will follow the ceremony, which will conclude around 2:00 pm.
There is a “between” window of time available on July 9 from 10:30-11:30 am if news media representatives wish to learn about the status of the BRAC move of the Transportation School from Fort Eustis to Fort Lee. Location details for this media opportunity are still being worked.
The third principal news media opportunity is the Regimental Golf and Industry Day, July 10, at the Pines Golf Course on Fort Eustis. Attendees can visit industry exhibits 9:00-10:45 am. As of today, about 80 golfers have registered for the scramble, which will have a shotgun start at 11:00 am. There will be an award ceremony at approximately 4:30 pm. Veteran Army Transporters will be on the course, and they are “regulars” of this event, which will have a new location next year. This event is suggested as a local sports or feature story. There may be club-hosted spots available as a participating player for news media representatives. These will be confirmed on July 8, if requests to play are made to the Fort Eustis Public Affairs Office no later than noon, July 6.

News media representatives wishing to attend the July 9 activities should make their interests known to Rick Haverinen at the Fort Eustis Public Affairs Office no later than noon, July 8. Telephone 757 878-4920 or email rick.haverinen@us.army.mil
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